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crepancy remains much the same, since n per cent, of Oxford's
occupied people are then found to be in domestic service, compared
with 7 per cent, in England and Wales. Because so many women in
Oxford were either landladies or in service, the ratio of occupied
women to occupied men was rather higher in Oxford than it was in
England and Wales; in the former it was 49 to 100 and in the latter
42 to 100.
During the last half-century or so many retired people have come
to live in Oxford. It is difficult to give statistical confirmation of the
residential nature of Oxford as the category in the population census
tables which gives the number of retired people is not subdivided,
so that the well-to-do retired are numerically overshadowed by
retired wage-earners. Since Oxford is a young town, industrially,
the number of retired wage-earners must be low, and this factor,
combined with that of the university's floating population, makes
the proportion of retired people in Oxford lower than in England
and Wales as a whole, that is, 4-6 per cent, of the total population,
aged 14 and over, as against 5 -5 per cent. Comparison may be made
with Coventry, another young industrial town, whose main industry
is similar to that of Oxford, and where in 1931 only 2-9 per cent, of
the population, 14 years and over, was retired. Nevertheless, the
impression that Oxford is the resort of many retired civil servants
and people of similar social position is too strong to be readily
abandoned.
The occupation of research and teaching is naturally an important
one in Oxford, and the professions which are engaged in it are better
represented in Oxford than in the country as a whole. Figures for
three of the more important professional occupations are given in
Table 16.	,
TABLE   l6
Numbers occupied in certain professions,

Profession 
Number per itooo of the occupied population 


Oxford 
England and Wales 
Education
Medicine  ....
Religion    .... 
75
17
10 
1
6
4 
The university students do not only require teaching; they have,
in a number of cases, to be housed outside the colleges. The business
of keeping lodgings is therefore a flourishing one, and, in 1931, 23
people per thousand occupied were engaged in it in Oxford as
against 6 in England and Wales.
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